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23 September 2026

Dear Clive

I am writing on behalf of Build UK to confirm our position following the decision by CISRS
to give notice to terminate its licence agreement with CSCS.

I understand that the company set up to manage the CISRS card scheme has the same
Directors as NASC, and we therefore presume that this decision is supported by NASC, which
is a Trade Association member of Build UK.

Over recent years, industry card schemes have come together as the CSCS Alliance to
implement the CLC recommendation on Industry Card Schemes, which requires that “the
industry, including clients, contractors and trade associations, and the government, should
specify and promote card schemes carrying the CSCS logo with no equivalents accepted”.

The recommendation has been adopted across the industry providing the foundations for
the development of competence frameworks and a digital skills passport. It has been a
success story for the industry, demonstrating that when we collaborate across the whole
supply chain, there are significant benefits in terms of health, safety and quality, as well as
productivity.

It is disappointing that your concerns regarding the interpretation of the CLC
recommendation were not raised before taking a decision as there is no intention to prevent
scaffolding occupations from working in sectors other than construction and | am confident
that we would have been able to resolve any issue.

I am aware that the CLC has clarified the intent behind point 4 of the recommendation and,
along with Unite the Union, has reaffirmed its commitment to the recommendation. | can
confirm that Build UK will also continue to support the recommendation.

Build UK will be publishing this letter to reassure everyone impacted by the CISRS decision
that we will work with CSCS, alongside the CLC and others, to ensure that cards carrying the
CSCS logo continue to be available for scaffolding occupations.
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I am happy to meet in person with both you and the Chair of CISRS and NASC to discuss the
options available to CISRS going forward.

Kind regards

T,

Paul Brown
Chair

cc.

David Brown

Mark Reynolds
Fergus Harradence
Sean Kearns
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