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Coronavirus Update – Tuesday 7 April 2020 

 

The Construction Leadership Council (CLC) Task Force continues to meet daily, 

providing the focal point for the industry’s response to coronavirus. It is comprised 

of the major industry trade associations, representing both large and small firms 

across the whole construction supply chain, as well as the Infrastructure and Projects 

Authority (IPA) and the Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy (BEIS). 

 

Facilitating communication between the industry and Government, its objectives 

include: 

 

• Identifying issues of concern to construction 

• Determining the support required by the industry 

• Providing information and advice to businesses in the industry 

• Sharing market intelligence 

• Ensuring the industry is able to drive economic growth and prosperity post 

coronavirus. 

 

As a member of the task force, Build UK has a direct route to Government, and the 

information received during our conference calls with members each week is 

invaluable in providing an up to date view of the current issues and impact of 

coronavirus on the industry.   

 

Unfortunately, the Build UK Twitter account appears to have gone into self-isolation 

and is not currently available! We are hoping to have it back up and running shortly 

but in the meantime please follow @SuzannahNichol for the latest updates. 

 

The Scottish Government has published construction sector guidance setting out 

what it considers to be essential projects that can continue working. It also confirms 

what are considered to be non-essential services that, subject to limited exceptions, 

should be halted at this stage. These measures apply until further notice and will be 

reviewed in three weeks’ time.  

 

The Cabinet Office has published Guidance Notes for Construction Contracts, 

providing detailed information for public authorities on how to implement 

Procurement Policy Note 02/20.  

 

Network Rail has reiterated that it is moving to immediate payments, or as close to 

immediate as possible, for its suppliers during the coronavirus crisis. Other Build UK 

Client members have also confirmed that they are collaborating with their supply 

chains to implement the Site Operating Procedures across their projects and to 

introduce a range of support measures, including accelerated payments which are 

expected to flow through the supply chain. 

The Builders Merchants Federation has published information on the current status 

of suppliers and merchants at this time. Where the business is shown as partially 

open, it is recommended to contact your local branch to confirm which services are 

being provided. 

 

http://www.builduk.org/Coronavirus
https://twitter.com/suzannahnichol?lang=en
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-construction-sector-guidance/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-construction-sector-guidance/pages/essential-projects/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-construction-sector-guidance/pages/non-essential-services/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/878338/PPN_02_20._Additional_guidance__FAQS_and_model_terms_for_construction.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/874178/PPN_02_20_Supplier_Relief_due_to_Covid19.pdf
https://www.networkrailmediacentre.co.uk/news/network-rail-gives-suppliers-cashflow-boost
https://builduk.org/members/client-members/
https://builduk.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Site-Operating-Procedures.pdf
https://www.bmf.org.uk/BMF/Information_Centre/COVID19-bulletins/What-suppliers-are-still-open.aspx
https://www.bmf.org.uk/BMF/Information_Centre/COVID19-bulletins/Is-my-local-builders-merchant-open.aspx
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The Department for Transport has set out temporary changes to allow professional 

bus and lorry drivers with a CPC card which expires between 1 March – 30 September 

2020 to continue to drive. Drivers should carry their expired CPC in during this time. 

 

The IHS Markit CIPS Construction Purchase Manager’s Index (PMI) in the UK fell from 

52.6 points in February to 39.3 points in March, which is the lowest reading since 

April 2009. However, the Builders’ Conference reported that over £8 billion of new 

orders were placed last month. 

 

Businesses should continue to follow the most up-to-date Government guidance and 

for the latest updates please follow Build UK on Twitter and LinkedIn. If you have any 

construction-specific queries or feedback on what is happening within the industry, 

please contact Build UK. 
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