
  
 

Coronavirus Update – Tuesday 31 March 2020 

 

The Construction Minister, Nadhim Zahawi, has specifically identified construction as 

an example of work that should continue during the coronavirus pandemic, stating 

in The Telegraph on Sunday: “There will always be some work that cannot be done 

from home, whether it is construction or packing boxes in an Amazon warehouse – 

but we still need houses built and for deliveries to be made”. Government policy 

remains that construction sites should stay open if work can be undertaken in 

compliance with the Site Operating Procedures. 

 

Companies across the sector are continuously making and reviewing decisions on 

whether to keep sites open based on their ability to implement the Site Operating 

Procedures. Build UK members have confirmed that projects in London continue to 

be particularly severely restricted as a result. A number of our key Client members 

confirmed on a call yesterday that they are working collaboratively with their supply 

chains to find a way through the current situation on each project, which includes 

extensions of time and LAD holidays. 

 

For practical advice on a range of contractual issues, Build UK has worked with 

Wedlake Bell LLP to produce comprehensive guidance for all parties in the supply 

chain.    

 

Build UK Contractor members have been clear that no-one should be required to travel 

to, or work on, their sites if the PHE guidance on social distancing cannot be met.  

Where we receive evidence that this is not the case on particular projects, we are 

providing feedback to the company concerned.    

 

Trade bodies in Scotland, including the Scottish Contractors Group, have set up the 

Construction Industry Coronavirus Forum to lead the industry response to the 

pandemic. The position on construction work in Scotland is not clear, with First 

Minister Nicola Sturgeon advising that “sites should close unless the building being 

worked on is essential – such as a hospital” without then specifying what else is 

considered essential. The Scottish Cabinet Secretary for Economy Fair Work and 

Culture has written to representatives in the industry, stating: “We are considering 

whether guidance could be issued to determine if a construction site can be safely 

operated in line with social distancing”. 

 

The Construction Leadership Council (CLC) has recently: 

 

• published guidance on the Temporary Suspension of Sites. 

• confirmed that the Home Office has informed police forces that construction 

is a business sector that has been asked to remain open. 

• provided employers with a letter to issue to their workers explaining that they 

are a construction worker or supplying services to a construction site in the 

event that they are asked to verify they are on an essential trip. 

 

The Government has introduced measures to enable workers who do not take all of 

their statutory annual leave entitlement due to coronavirus to carry up to four 

weeks of unused leave into the next two leave years. The aim is to ease the 

requirements on businesses to ensure that workers take the statutory amount of 

annual leave in any one year. 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2020/03/29/stop-sniping-businesses-ones-will-get-us-back-feet/
https://builduk.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Site-Operating-Procedures-23-March-2020.pdf
https://builduk.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Guidance-on-Contractual-Issues-Caused-by-Coronavirus.pdf
http://www.constructionleadershipcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/CLC_Advice-on-temporary-suspension-of-sites.pdf
https://builduk.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Travel-to-Work-Letter.docx
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rules-on-carrying-over-annual-leave-to-be-relaxed-to-support-key-industries-during-covid-19


  
 

Build UK partner Citation is hosting a webinar for members specifically on 

Coronavirus and HR and Employment Law on Wednesday 1 April at 1:00pm. You will 

need to register to book your place.   

 

Businesses should continue to follow the most up-to-date Government guidance and 

for the latest updates please follow Build UK on Twitter and LinkedIn. If you have any 

construction-specific queries or feedback on what is happening, please contact Build 

UK. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31 March 2020 

https://cameronbroome.my.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?service=1&siteurl=cameronbroome.my&nomenu=true&main_url=%2Fmc3300%2Fe.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dcameronbroome.my%26AT%3DMI%26EventID%3D523095388%26UID%3D0%26Host%3DQUhTSwAAAAQfKW_YDKIQla_Sr7s7lomJdQ5BzWWIYLkbxLtdzGOVGL3aBri9o__WwfUBdTex5cfrPhg5KSEOi7UQ-QQGgziA0%26RG%3D1%26FrameSet%3D2%26RGID%3Dr25d20d76dbc55773ff4f3408305213f8
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/guidance-for-employers-and-businesses-on-covid-19
http://twitter.com/builduk
https://www.linkedin.com/company/9471949/
mailto:Communications@BuildUK.org
mailto:Communications@BuildUK.org

