
  
 

Coronavirus Update – Friday 20 March 2020 

 

It has been quite a week and amongst all the business issues we are dealing with 

don't forget to look after yourself, your family and friends, and your workforce. The 

Prime Minister said last night 'stand by your workers and we will stand by you'. We 

have yet to see what that means but we know there are a range of measures to 

support employers being considered. 

 

As well as the impact on us all as individuals, the coronavirus is causing a momentous 

shock to the global economy far beyond anything we have seen before. The £330 

billion of funding announced by the Government is 15% of the UK's annual GDP and 

double the value of the construction sector, demonstrating the levels to which it is 

prepared to support business.   

 

Schools and nurseries will close later today and the definition of ‘key workers’ has 

now been confirmed. It includes those required to keep transport, infrastructure and 

utility networks operational. The Government will ask workers to only use the limited 

school places that are available if they actually need them.   

 

The Government is introducing legislation to implement its Coronavirus Action Plan. 

 

• The Coronavirus Bill which was introduced to the House of Commons 

yesterday, will enable the Government to manage the effects of the Covid-19 

pandemic. It contains temporary measures designed to either amend existing 

legislative provisions or introduce new statutory powers and is expected to be 

enacted on Monday. 

• The CLC is calling for the Government to declare the pandemic an event 

covered by force majeure. Whilst this is not yet the case, the Cabinet Office 

has published a Procurement Policy Notice which: 

• recognises that the Covid-19 outbreak is likely to give rise to supply 

chain disruption and that contracting authorities may need to take 

action in response to supplier claims of 'force majeure' or contract 

'frustration'. 

• enables the public sector to procure goods, services and works due to 

extreme emergency although this must be demonstrated. 

• allows contracts to be modified without a new procurement procedure 

but only under certain conditions and these must be justified. 

 

The Bank of England has introduced a Covid Corporate Financing Facility (CCFF) 

which will provide funding to businesses by purchasing commercial paper of up to 

one-year maturity which will help businesses across a range of sectors to pay wages 

and suppliers.   

 

The different nations are offering a range of business support packages: 

 

• The Scottish Government is to call an emergency meeting of the Financial 

Services Advisory Board and offered: 

• £10,000 grants for small businesses in receipt of the Small Business 

Bonus Scheme or Rural Relief. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-01/0122/en/20122en.pdf
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fprocurement-policy-note-0120-responding-to-covid-19&data=02%7C01%7CStuart.Young%40beis.gov.uk%7C6068cdc99012431cc98608d7cb6b0009%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C637201532723493558&sdata=FLwppot9shATsx9%2Fr291TpPpYLmpkQI02p2cCDsLblk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/markets/market-notices/2020/ccff-market-notice-march-2020


  
• 1.6% relief for all properties, effectively freezing the poundage rate next 

year. 

• The Welsh Government announced a £1.4 billion business support package 

including a £10,000 grant to all businesses eligible for Small Business Rates 

Relief with a rateable value of £12,000 or less.   

 

CPCS has provided advice and information confirming that it will extend the expiry 

date for plant sector cards, aligning with CITB and CSCS. Cards should still be relevant 

for the plant being operated. 

  

Finally, working from home means entering a whole new world of cyber security 

measures that employers and employees should be aware of.   

 

Businesses should continue to follow the most up-to-date Government guidance and 

members can contact Build UK with any construction-specific queries. We cannot 

guarantee to respond to every message; however, if we are aware of sector-specific 

issues we have the opportunity to address them collectively. 

 

The situation continues to develop rapidly and please follow Build UK on Twitter and 

LinkedIn for the latest updates. 

 

We will be taking a break over the weekend to recuperate and will be back on Monday 

with our next update.   
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https://www.nocnjobcards.org/help-and-support/bulletins/coronavirus-update-18th-march-2020.asp
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/guidance/home-working
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/guidance-for-employers-and-businesses-on-covid-19
mailto:Communciations@BuildUK.org
http://twitter.com/builduk
https://www.linkedin.com/company/9471949/

