PRESS RELEASE
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First Clients Join Build UK
Build UK has added the first Client organisations to its collective voice as it continues to
drive positive change by welcoming all areas of the industry to the table.
Major industry clients, Argent and Great Portland Estates plc, are the first to join with
other private developers taking a keen interest in Build UK’s activities.
Argent has delivered some of the best mixed-use developments across the UK, including
major commercial, residential, education, cultural and community developments, and is
key to the partnership that is developing the 67 acre site at King’s Cross.
Great Portland Estates plc is one of the largest private developers in the capital with a
property portfolio of over £3.7 billion, delivering new and refreshed buildings when
quality space is scarce. Current projects include Rathbone Square, 73-89 Oxford Street
and 160 Old Street, all of which total a combined construction project value of circa
£350m.
Build UK was created to provide a strong collective voice for the contracting supply chain
in construction and the introduction of client organisations to the conversation will
further demonstrate the industry benefits of working openly and honestly. Maintaining a
collaborative approach is more important than ever at a time when Britain has taken the
decision to leave the European Union, and bringing the wider construction supply chain
together will have a positive impact as we endeavour to shape the future of
construction.
Build UK celebrates its first birthday in September 2016 and client interest in the
organisation represents the latest in a long line of achievements in what has been a
hugely successful 12 months. The release of Safety Helmet Colours and Training
Standards has highlighted our commitment to improving health and safety on
construction

sites

and

addressing

the

skills

shortage

respectively,

while

the

announcement that Highways England will adopt the Safety Helmet Colours Standard
from 2017 exhibits not only Build UK’s reach, but the willingness of the industry to
present a joined up approach. Leadership has also been displayed on key issues such as
pre-qualification, payment and the industry’s image.
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Build UK Chief Executive Suzannah Nichol MBE said:
“We’re delighted to welcome Argent and GPE on board. Opening the Build UK discussions
to construction clients will enable us to have the honest conversations our industry
needs. This is particularly important if we want to change the industry for the better
and to the benefit of the whole supply chain.”
Phil Sullivan, Construction Director at Argent, said:
“As a construction client we are looking for certainty when delivering across our
projects, and as such we are keen to engage with the Build UK membership. We now
have a fantastic opportunity to work more collaboratively with the contracting supply
chain and improve the quality and performance of our built environment, and I would
encourage more clients to join us and help deliver lasting results for the industry.”
James Pellatt, Head of Projects at Great Portland Estates plc, said:
“As a leading construction client, we understand the value of working closely with our
main contractors and trade contractors, paying them regularly and promptly and
listening to their suggestions. With design teams needing increasing assistance to fully
design buildings it is important to continue dialogue in a constructive and collaborative
manner with our supply chain and Build UK provides us with a useful forum for debate.”
~ Ends ~

For further information, contact Build UK:
0844 249 5351
info@BuildUK.org
BuildUK.org
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Notes to Editors
1.

Build UK provides a strong collective voice for the contracting supply chain in
construction. We bring together the industry’s largest Main Contractors and leading
Trade Associations representing Specialist Contractors – www.builduk.org.

2.

To find out more about Build UK’s priorities, see the Build UK Action Plan.

3.

For further information on Argent, visit the Argent website.

4.

For further information on Great Portland Estates plc, visit the GPE website.

5.

The Safety Helmet Colours Standard is available to view on the Build UK website.

6.

The Training Standard is available to view on the Build UK website.

